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USC requests $41 million from state
Proposal focuses on new
programs, building needs
Thad Moore

TMOORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

USC requested nearly $41 million
in funding from the state legislature
Wednesday to pay for a pair of new
initiatives and to fi x some lingering
problems in the statewide system.
USC President Harris Pastides
asked a House Ways and Means
subcomm it tee to f u nd t he

u n i v e r s it y ’s s u m m e r s e m e s t e r
program,the backbone to the “on
your time graduation” initiative, and
to increase funding for the online
Palmet to College, say i ng t hose
programs represented a push for
accessibility in the state.
Pastides said the university needs
$5 million to implement the 12week summer semester because few
faculty and staff members currently
work over t he su m mer a nd t he
school doesn’t keep dorms open.
Gov. Nikki Haley’s executive budget

proposes a state appropriation of just
$1.25 million for the program.
Tu it ion w i l l be lower du r i ng
the summer session, Pastides said,
because students will receive fewer
amenities on campus.
But t he key to t he prog ra m’s
success may be in enticing students
t o e n r ol l over t he s u m mer b y
a l low i ng t hem to u se f i na nc ia l
a id, P rovo st M ic h ael A m i r id i s
said, so the universit y asked the
subcommittee to consider changing
how lottery scholarships are used.

The proposal: Instead of giving
students scholarships for four years,
grant them awards by credit hour.
Under t hat proposal, Past ides
said, a student who didn’t have time
for a full course load could bide his
or her time, while another could
power through a degree program
more quickly.
USC also asked for a $2.12 million
appropriat ion to make Palmetto
College permanent, which would

More students attending basketball games
Ticketing promotes
online requests

Total attendance for first 12 home games
2011–12

Kristyn Sanito

KSANITO@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

USC’s mak ing a push to
get 2,000 students to request
a ticket for Saturday’s men’s
basketball game against
Georgia, offering a slew of
giveaways, but it still has a ways
to go.
By Wednesday afternoon, 252
students had claimed a ticket
on Ticketmaster, according to
Adrienne White, the student
ticketing coordinator.
But while t hat means no
one’s yet won a giveaway, it’s an
improvement from the norm,
White said — about five times

* Three home conference
games have been played so
far this season, compared to
one this time last year.

Total students

4,278
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‘Female Orgasm’
rejects old style
of sex ed
Lecture draws packed
crowd to Russell House
Ballroom Wednesday
Conor Hughes

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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Source: Student Ticketing Office

more ticket requests than usual.
T he 50 0 t h st udent to
request a ticket will receive a

7,000

personalized, autog raphed
basketball from coach Frank
Martin. No. 1,000 will receive

an Under Armour prize pack,
and No. 1,500 will get to watch
BASKETBALL ● 3

Naturally Woodstock now open after delays
After weeks of delays, Naturally
Woodstock, the latest addition to
USC’s on-campus dining selections,
opened Wednesday.
The soup and sandwich restaurant
move d i nt o t he s p ot f or merl y
occupied by Marble Slab Creamery.
It features a yogurt bar, fruitinf used tea, salads and a slate of
daily soup and sandwich options, as
well as gluten-free cookies and mint
brownies. Soup costs about $3.80,
and sandwiches cost upward of $6.50.
The restaurant is open Monday
through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 9
p.m., Friday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
and Sunday from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m.
— Compiled by Thad Moore, News
Editor
Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Marshall Miller doesn’t
think sex education works
very well.
“ W hat do you do i n
driver’s ed?” Miller, the
c o - au t h o r o f “ I L o v e
Fe m a le O r g a s m : A n
Ex t raordinar y Orgasm
G u i d e ,” a s k e d w it h a
sm ile du r i ng a lec t u re
Wednesday of the same
na me. “ You lea r n how
to drive. Now just think
about that ... If you were
taught driver’s ed the way
you were taught sex ed,
you wouldn’t have learned
anything about how a car
actually works, like where
the gas pedal is or how to
work the headlights.”
Such was t he tone of
Miller’s presentation with
Rachel Dart in the packed
Russell House Ballroom,
which replaced t he
awk ward diag rams and
admon it ions of m iddle
school sex education with
something more bold and
uninhibited. The event
was hosted by Carolina
Productions.
R at her t ha n foc us
ent irely on t he raw
mechanics of the
reproductive system, the
ORGASM ● 3

SG candidates offer platforms
Campaigning for Student Government office
oﬃcially kicks oﬀ tonight for executive oﬃces and
student senate after candidates attend a mandatory
meeting. So get ready, USC — the posters, the
handouts and the candidate visits are back.
In all, there are three candidates for student
body president, four for vice president and three

PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES
KENNETH BRAGG

THIRD-YEAR ECONOMICS STUDENT

“I plan on advocating
for student organizations
to ensure that they use
their funds efficiently and
prevent funding decreases.
I will fight for students’
rights to have a voice in the
greater affairs of the University. I plan to bring change
to Student Government and help make it more effective.
I will prioritize advocation for the improvement of
our school’s image by addressing long-standing issues
that diminish our image. If you choose me to lead the
student body as your president, I will work hard to voice
the concerns and desires of students.”

Thursday
55°

37°

Friday
53°

27°

for treasurer. Each has submitted a brief platform
to SG, which is printed below. They’ve been edited
for style and space constraints, but their content is
presented below otherwise untouched.
In the senate, fewer students ﬁled to run than
there are seats to ﬁll in seven of 13 colleges, meaning
a write-in vote could be enough to win. No one

ﬁled in the School of Music, College of Pharmacy or
College of Social Work.
The open spots are in: education (one opening),
engineering (two), music (two), nursing (one),
pharmacy (two), pre-pharmacy (one), public health
(two) and social work (two).

CHASE MIZZELL

JOSH MOORE

“There’s a lot to be
proud of at USC, but why
let that limit our potential
for g row t h? The nex t
step is to cont i nue to
bu i ld a nd st reng t hen
relationships within our campus, the university
system, the state of South Carolina and our entire
alumni network. I believe that those connections
are what foster a strong student body, and that
by enhancing the interactions among students
and in making faculty, staff and administration
more accessible we can fully utilize the power of
the student voice in ways unimaginable. Don’t be
missing from this portrait of Carolina. Be a part of
#SomethingGreat.”

“ I a m a prop onent
of st udent s’ r ight s.
I will fight and strive
to ensu re no st udent
is bei ng t reated a s a
second- cla ss c it iz en.
I w i l l repre s ent a nd
embody t he st udent body and t heir request.
I have served as co-president of the Carolina
Surf Club for three years and also have been
secretary of Cross Country Club. I will always
be open to sit and listen to any concerns voiced
by the student body; I will not turn down anyone
who approaches me, may it be with concerns or
criticisms. I will battle for every individual of
Gamecock Nation.”
SG ● 4

THIRD-YEAR HISTORY STUDENT

THIRD-YEAR INTERNATIONAL
BUSINESS STUDENT

Simpson’s Cinema

Tête à Tête

Rodriques returns

Senior Mix Writer
Tyler Simpson’s latest
column covers the
recently announced
Oscar nominations.

When it comes to
catfishing, does the
blame fall on the person being duped or
social networks?

See page 6

See page 5

The USC senior
is anticipating this
weekend’s meet in
N.Y., where she set
the state record in
high school.
See page 10
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In Brief.
State senators ﬁle 21
constitutional amendments

Skating rink operates
at loss, spurs business

Group of missing travelers
found in Louisiana river

As it turns out, the state Senate is none too
pleased with South Carolina’s constitution.
Senators have fi led 21 amendments, including
15 that would restructure state government ,
Free Times reported. One proposed ditching the
current version of the document outright and
convening a constitutional convention.
Passed in 1895, South Carolina’s is the oldest
state const it ut ion in t he count r y t hat’s st ill
working.
It was filed by Sens. Tom Davis, R-Beaufort ,
and Vincent Sheheen, D-Camden and would elect
124 delegates to retool the constitution , which
Sheheen told Free Times is “junked up” by 330
amendments, a sign he see as the legislators’ lack of
faith in the document.
To be passed, the amendments must be approved
by the state House and Senate, signed by the
governor and pass a statewide vote.

Columbia thinks its ice skating rink generated
about $200,000 for the local economy, but it took
a $71,000 loss in the process, Free Times reported.
Between renting the rink and buying decorations,
Main Street Ice cost the city about $203,000 and
brought in just more than $132,000 from 15,413
skaters.
But those skaters spent money while they were
downtown — the Convention and Visitors Bureau
figures $12 apiece — and the rink could’ve had a
less measurable impact, according to Free Times.
Jeff Caton, the head of the Parks and Recreation
Department, told the alt-weekly that he thought
the rink got people excited about coming to Main
Street and shaped their perceptions of the area.
Free Times also reported that the city’s already
working on plans to bring Main Street Ice back
next winter, but next time, it’s looking for private
sponsorships to help shore up the finance gap.

A search for three people who visited Columbia
for a funeral ended this week when police found
them in a river in northeastern Louisiana.
The three — Brady Brown, 48; Eddie Cobb
Jr., 67; and Ella Williams, 51 — came to South
Carolina for a Jan. 4 funeral and were headed
toward Shreveport, La., when they drove off
Interstate 20 into the Tensas River, where they
apparently drowned, The State reported.
The victims were identified Wednesday after
Louisiana State Police spotted the car’s bumper
f loating in the river. Rainwaters had made the
search difficult because the river was flowing at
higher-than-usual levels.
Investigators don’t yet know why the car ended
up in the Tensas, according to The State; an
autopsy conducted on the driver was incomplete
Wednesday.

— Thad Moore, News Editor

FUNDING ● Cont. from 1
boost its annual state
funding to $5 million,
a move backed by
Haley’s proposal. Last
yea r, t he u n iver sit y
received that money as
a one-time support to
get the program off the
ground.
Pa st ide s sa id t he
increase is necessar y

to grow the program’s
degree of ferings and
keep its courses fresh.
“If we had to build
the whole program on
t he back s of t uit ion,
t he t u it ion wou ld
get clo ser to wh at ’s
being charged in the
for-prof it i ndust r y,”
Pastides said.
The request also
asked for more general

Valentine’s Day
Guided Paddle on the Congaree River
Limited Seating

February 9th & 10th, 16th & 17th
Must call to reserve! 803-799-0999

208 Candi Lane Suite A (Near the Zoo)
Open Tues - Sun 10am - 6pm
See our special offers on The Daily Gamecock app
Check out our inventory at
www.getyourgearon.com Like us on

Keeping the Outdoors Affordable

— Thad Moore, News Editor

— Thad Moore, News Editor

f u nd i ng at t he USC
s y s t e m’s s a t e l l i t e
campuses, which get
less state funding per
re s ident s t ude nt , at
a tot al cost of $8.33
million.
O n a ver a g e , s t at e
government pays
publ ic u n iver sit ie s
$2,487 for each
st udent f rom Sout h
Carolina, but falling
state f u nding a nd
g row i ng en rol l ment
have pushed regional
campuses below t hat
mark.
USC Beaufort gets
$94 0 per resident
student, USC Upstate
$1,701 and USC Aiken
$ 2 , 2 9 7, s a i d J a n e
Upshaw, the chancellor
of USC Beaufort.
“We do not have the

tools ou r peers have
been given,” Upshaw
said.
T h at ’s a g r o w i n g
concern as legislators
a nd H a le y c o n s ider
changing how money
for higher education is
divvied up by moving
to a performance-based
model.
Past ides said it
wouldn’t be fair to have
u niversit ies compete
aga i nst each ot her
i f t hei r p er - s t udent
funding wasn’t equal to
begin with.
But t he u n iversit y
supports approving a
program this year so
t he school ca n st a r t
adjust ing to t he new
requirements, he said.
B u t t h e s y s t e m ’s
biggest request —
$22.25 million — was
to pay for maintenance

project s across t he
state it hasn’t been able
to af ford, i nclud i ng
$15 m i l l ion f or t he
Columbia campus.
H a l e y ’s p r o p o s a l
w a s m o r e m e a g e r,
b u d g e t i n g $ 9.59
m illion for t he USC
s ystem at whole a nd
$5.56 million for the
Columbia campus.
T he USC r e q ue s t
for work in Columbia
includes only repairs
of the aging Hamilton
C ol leg e , w h ic h w a s
built in 1943.
That project would
renovate t he wing of
the building that abuts
Pendleton Street and
add classrooms. It
wou ld a l s o i mprove
t he me c h a n ic a l a nd
electrical systems and
i nter ior of t he w i ng
along Pickens Street,

according to the
university’s proposal.
In a 2007 report to
t he C om m i s sion on
Higher Education, the
university estimated it
would need $30 million
per year to keep
deferred maintenance
needs i n Colu mbia
f rom g row i ng. I n
2010, it identified $594
million of projects on
the main campus that
it hadn’t been able to
fund.
“It’s not just about
h o w t h i n g s l o o k ,”
Pastides said. “Students
are sav v y enough to
know we don’t need a
paint job if that’s not
the worst thing in the
world, but in certain
c a se s , we’re t a l k i ng
about vital health and
safety issues.”

Attention
Student
Organizations
ALL undergraduate, registered student
organizations who would like to request
funding for the Fall 2013 semester must
attend a Treasurer’s Workshop. The workshop
will also cover topics such as purchasing
paperwork guidelines and information on the
redistribution fund.

Friday, January 25
Monday, January 28
Wednesday, January 30
Tuesday, February 5
Thursday, February 7

2 p.m.
12 p.m.
2 p.m.
6 p.m.
1 p.m.

All workshops will be held in the Senate
Chambers, Russell House 322/326.
Interested in magazine production,
writing, photography, editing, layout,
design, blogging, website management,
creative expression or public affairs?
Get the facts at our interest meetings:
Student Organizations
Russell House 227
803.777.2654
so@mailbox.sc.edu

The University of South Carolina is an equal opportunity institution.

www.gandbmagazine.com

Russell House 343 • 803-777-3888
www.sa.sc.edu/studentmedia
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ORGASM ● Continued from 1

Photos by Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Marshall Miller (left) and Rachel Dean discuss sexuality in the Russell House Ballroom Wednesday.

BASKETBALL ● Continued from 1
a men’s basketball practice and take a
behind-the-scenes tour of the facilities,
according to an email the Student
Ticket ing Of f ice sent to st udents
Tuesday. The 2,000th student will win
a free iPad, which the office has already
purchased, White said.
“There’s just a big push to get students
to come out to basketball games overall,”
White said. “Basketball’s not as big as it
used to be, even from about three or four
years ago when I was a student here.”
USC has struggled to fill student seats
at Colonial Life Arena in the past, and
while more students have attended this
season’s home games than at this point
last year, relatively few have requested
their tickets in advance.
“So far this season, an average of 80
to 100 students actually go online to get
a ticket. The others wait to get a ticket
at the door,” White said. “The main
purpose of switching to Ticketmaster
is convenience for students — not only
for me but for them. They use it for
football; I don’t know why it’s different
for basketball.”
A total of 7,300 students have attended
the 12 games at Colonial Life Arena so

far this season, averaging 608 students
per home game, up from 4,278 students
— an average of 356 per game — at the
first 12 home games of last year’s season.
A total of 7,873 students attended the
18 home games of the 2011–12 season,
according to figures provided by White.
“Since the promotions have been
goi ng on w it h t he se con ferenc e
games, there’s been a huge increase in
attendance this year,” said White, who
added that the average attendance of the
three most recent home games has been
around 1,400 students.
But this year’s attendance statistics
may be skewed upward because of
conference games.
According to Steve Fink, a spokesman
for Athletics, Southeastern Conference
games usually draw larger crowds,
and the Gamecocks have played three
conference games so far this season
(Auburn, Vanderbilt and Arkansas),
wh i le t he y h ad on ly pl ayed one
(Vanderbilt) at this point last year.
W hite also attributes the higher
at tend a nce r ate a mong st udent s
to Martin’s hiring and to the team’s
improvements.
“[Martin] is more of a hands-on,
people-person coach, and the fact that

program distinguished itself by
focusing more on the pleasure
aspects of sex.
Its subject matter honed in
on the benefits of women being
comfortable with climaxing
and masturbating, as well as
being comfortable with their
bodies.
D a r t a nd M i l le r u s e d a
w ide a r r ay of pre sent i ng
techniques — from movie clips
to humorous anecdotes of the

he can have an impromptu autograph
station on Greene Street meant a lot
to us and students,” White said. “He’s
been creating buzz about the team and
actually making appearances among
students. You actually see him in person
where students hang out, which is a big
deal.”
A l l s t u d e nt s i n at t e nd a nc e at
Saturday’s game will receive double
student rewards and loyalty points, as
well as free food — either pizza or hot
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speed bumps they hit on their
road to sexual enlightenment
— i n a n at t e mp t t o r e l a x
t he crowd’s inhibit ions and
create a more open-minded
environment.
The production also often
interacted with the audience
members to gauge what they
had heard about female orgasm
and other aspects of sexuality
in order to confirm — or refute
— them.
DG

dogs, according to White.
R a l ly towels a nd G a r net A r my
T-shirts will also be given away at the
game, too.
USC President Har r is Past ides
recorded a video, encouraging students
to attend the game, and a promotional
booth will be set up on Greene Street
Friday, where students have a chance to
win more prizes.
DG
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SG ● Continued from 1

ALEX WAELDE

THIRD-YEAR MEDIA ARTS STUDENT

VICE PRESIDENTIAL
CANDIDATES
RYAN BAILEY

SECOND-YEAR POLITICAL SCIENCE STUDENT

“If elected vice president, I aim to
help the student body academically,
financially and with our personal
safet y. I want to work with local
busi nesses a nd t he My Ca rol i na
Alumni Association to broaden USC
student discounts to the places we go
to the most. I also want to work with
the faculty senate to help move more
of the texts we use in our classes
to PDF format for a cheaper and
easier academic experience. Most
important ly, I want to cont inue
the work I have done as the Safety
a nd Tra nspor t at ion Com m it tee
Chairman to complete the Safet y
Pathway to Five Points and enhance
the overall safety of our Carolina
community.”

FOURTH-YEAR CRIMINAL JUSTICE STUDENT

“My goa l is to sol id if y u n it y
among the student body by growing
leaders and connecting them for
the common purpose of developing
the Carolina community through a
spirit of service and philanthropy.”

COURTLAND THOMAS

SECOND-YEAR BUSINESS STUDENT

“Court land has connected
Carolina since his freshman year,
a nd c u r rent ly ser ves as a Bates
House resident mentor, St udent
Ticketing assistant and chairman of
Multicultural Affairs. Courtland is
excited to: implement SMARTcard
meter parking, ‘Take the Carolina
Ca rd of f- c a mpu s’ w it h st udent
d iscou nt s, create a fa i r st udent
ticketing system and create gender
inclusion. Courtland is the most
connected and only heavily involved
ca nd idate on campus out side of
Student Government who is a big
supporter of Greek Life Expansion.”

Healthy Carolina
University of South Carolina

*

96%

of Carolina students
don’t smoke hookah
We are Carolina.
We take pride in our choices.

www.sc.edu/healthycarolina
*USC National College
Health Assessment 2012
The University of South Carolina is an equal opportunity institution.

“My name is Alex Waelde, and I
am running to be your next student
body v ice president. For over a
year now I have already been the
voice for more than 16,500 of you
guys through the founding of my
company Drink ingTicket; now I
want to continue to be your voice as
an executive officer for our Student
Government. I am well in touch
with the student body, and when
elected I will work with all students,
whether on or off campus, Greek or
non-Greek, athlete or non-athlete to
tackle the real issues such as campus
safet y, class availabilit y and oncampus dining. I want to help give
the students the voice they deserve
with administration.”

TREASURER
CANDIDATES
HALEY GUYTON

SECOND-YEAR ADVERTISING STUDENT

“A s st udent body t reasu rer, I
w a n t t o E M P OW E R s t u d e n t
organizations to develop
a communit y founded on
c o m mu n ic at io n , c ol l ab or at io n
and camaraderie. This is achieved
by encouraging organizations to
net work , pa r t ner i ng w it h each
ot her and at tending work shops,
as wel l as by i nfor m i ng USC
s t u d e nt s of a l l o r g a n i z at io n s’
events, meetings and ways to get
involved. I strive to EMPOW ER
Student Government comptrollers
to be greater resources for student
organizations by advancing their
t ra i n i ng as f i na ncial adv isers
a nd i nc rea si ng t hei r nu mb er s.
L a s t l y, I w a nt t o E M P OW E R
organizations to make full use of

their allocations and explore options
for increased funding by enhancing
student organizations’ Treasurer
Workshop.”

CAROLINE HENDRICKS
FOURTH-YEAR

EUROPEAN STUDIES STUDENT

“Hey, Gamecocks! My name is
Caroline Hendricks, and I’m a junior
European studies and biology premed student from Greenville, S.C.
This past year I served as president
pro -tempore of t he Senate a nd
assisted the fi nance committee with
spring allocations. As an SG member
f or t h r e e y e a r s , I h ave g a i ne d
experience in multiple facets of the
organization. This has helped me
learn how SG works as a whole and
the hard work it takes to keep SG
running effectively. My experience
in SG and in other organizations has
prepared me to lead the comptrollers
and ensure that organizations are
fi nanced accordingly.”

BRANDON WHITE

THIRD-YEAR SOCIOLOGY STUDENT

“ Hel lo, my n a me i s Br a ndon
White, and I am running to be your
st udent body t reasu rer. Hav i ng
ser ved as bot h t he secret a r y of
Organizational Outreach in Student
Government cabinet and the vice
president and chief fi nancial officer
for Carolina Productions, I have
the experience to serve you! I will
bring a new out look to t he SBT
posit ion wit h a focus on st udent
organizat ions and t he resources
they need. I’m also committed to
expanding diversity on campus and
seeking out corporate sponsors to
help mitigate the financial burden
USC students face. I cannot wait to
start working with you for Carolina.”

Lo loestrin fe $15
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The Issue: Catﬁshing, or the act of creating fake online
proﬁles, has caused problems for countless individuals
People should
shoulder blame
for negligence

Senior Mix Writer

2013–14 budget could
bring needed change
It’s t hat t ime of t he year again. The
University of South Carolina system has
submitted its annual budget request to the
South Carolina Legislature hoping to capture
much-needed funds in order to continue
educating citizens
of this great state.
“This new
It’s requested
$2.1 million for
initiative could
Palmetto College,
help set the
$ 8.3 m i l l ion to
USC system
correct the drastic
disparit y among
apart from the
funding,
rest in a positive student
$23.3 m i l l ion
way.”
for deferred
maintenance with
$15 million allotted for USC Columbia and,
importantly, $5 million for the “on your time
graduation” initiative.
The “on you r t ime” prog ra m cou ld
greatly change the way people access higher
education in the state. For starters, it’ll
provide a full semester of classes during the
summer, the potential for greater flexibility
in South Carolina lottery scholarships and
other innumerable benefits.
This initiative is a wonderful opportunity
that reaches out to all potential students,
traditional and nontraditional alike, and
recognizes their diverse and ever-changing
needs. It can help reduce one’s tuition bill and
can help anyone get ahead in their studies.
Not all of us are traditional students and can
manage the conventional workload of 15 or
more credits per semester for eight semesters.
By allowing students to shorten their stay
in college and providing more flexibility in
juggling work and class time, “on your time”
could help set our school system apart from
the rest in a positive way.
We are proud our u niversit y system
recognizes the need to continually innovate
and renovate our school’s buildings and
programs, especially with the “on your
time graduation” initiative. We hope the
South Carolina Legislature shares this same
mindset and fully grants this important
budget request.
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T he stor y of M a nt i
Te ’ o a n d h i s d e a d
g i rl f r ie nd w ho ne ver
existed is
i nc r e d ibl y
i nt r ig u i ng
and has
lef t us
w it h more
quest ions
t h a n
Steven
answers.
Moore
Third-year
I t ’s l i k e l y
political science
that we will
student
never know
how much
Te’o himself was actually
involved or what Ronaiah
Tuiasosopo, the alleged
perpetrator, was actually
trying to accomplish.
Howe v e r, a mor e
relevant question
h a s a r i s e n ab out t he
responsibilit y of social
networks to thoroughly
vet prospective users to
combat scams and fake
personas l i ke t he one
who caught Te’o. Though
social media websites do
have a responsibility to
offer a quality product,
consumers must do their
ow n research to make
sure that the people they
meet online are real.
Te’o is not t he f irst
and will not be the last
victim of “catf ishing,”
but his example clearly
shows a personal failure
to properly research an
online identity.
The website Deadspin
broke the stor y after a
tip, but the methods used
to verify the information
were not rest ricted to
t h e m e d i a . A s i m p le
G oogle reverse image
s e a r c h r e v e a le d t h at

the pictures on Lennay
Kekua’s Twitter profile
were from the Facebook
page of a young woman
in California.
Deadspin also searched
Nexis and could fi nd no
records of her death nor
any record of her ever
e x i s t i n g. A s a Not r e
Dame student, Te’o had
access to that database
a nd cou ld easi ly have
done the search himself.
It was also discovered
that the town her funeral
was supposed to be in did
not actually exist.
At some point over the
three years the two were
allegedly involved, you
would think the fact that
Te’o had never met this
girl, or natural curiosity,
would have led him to
discover at least some
of t he e v idenc e l at er
uncovered. In a situation
like Te’o’s, the truth is
available — you just have
to look for it.
Social media has
become such a huge
part of life in our time,
e spec ia l ly for col lege
students. No one wants
t o h a v e t o d e a l w it h
the hassle of providing
sen sit ive i n for mat ion
t hat could be
compromised by social
net works just to prove
your existence.
It is the responsibility
of t he consu mer to
do basic research
concerning the people
met on l i ne. Plent y of
people have been fooled
by a pret t y f ace, l i ke
M a nt i Te’o a l leg e d l y
was, but clea r sig ns
will indicate something
is a m is s. A l it t le f ac t
checking can go a long
way, but it is the duty of
the user.

Social websites
need to properly
vet their members

aren’t being as heavily
regulated as consumers
believed them to be.
When it comes down
to it, the Internet is
the modern-day version
of hitchhiking. Asking
st ra ngers for book s,
clothes, information or a
relationship is about the
same as asking a stranger
for a ride.
The only dif ference
now is that people assume
t here’s reg ulat ion and
policing because of the
safeguards websites make
you go through before you
can use them, for example:
submitting your email,
credit card information
or pictures. But with all
of the information on the
Web, safeguards can be
easily fabricated.
When stories like the
Mant i Te’o hoax start
becoming more and more
frequent, maybe it’s time
to call on the websites for
further regulation.
If more secure requests
are required to create a
profile on a dating website,
then one person wouldn’t
be able to make multiple
or fake accounts.
Of course t here are
possibilities of hacks to
t hose websites, wh ich
could cause huge breaches
of security and identity
thefts, but it could also
put a stop to things like
Craigslist killers and the
public humiliation people
face more and more often
when they find out who
the real correspondents
are.
U lt i m at e l y, p e o p le
should stop implicit ly
trusting these websites
just because they’re on the
Internet. Didn’t anyone
ever tell you not to trust
everything you see online?

Internet relationships
have been some of
t he mo s t i nt er e s t i n g
d e v e lo p m e nt s o f t h e
computer
age. The
abi l it y to
easily create
a n ent ire
community
of people
Emilie
w it h l i k e Dawson
m inded
Second-year
interests
public relations
without the
student
necessity of
a building or
specific time and space
parameters has allowed
f o r v a s t l y e x p e d it e d
exchanges of information.
Internet dating sites
act on a similar principle.
Someone, understanding
that people are seeking
pa r t ners but eit her
don’t k now how to go
about it or haven’t been
successful, decided there
was a perfectly profitable
solution to all of that.
Services selling
subscriptions promising
love due to calculated
algorithms are enticing,
so people readily fork
over their most intimate
information and blindly
trust the responses they
receive. They t r ust
it becau se it ’s on t he
Internet, and if it weren’t
legal or true it wouldn’t be
there, right?
A s mor e a nd mor e
stories come out of the
woodwork about people
creat i ng f raudu lent
accou nts and t rick ing
others into relationships,
or “catfishing,” it looks
l ike t hese websites

Obama highlights importance of migrant reform
In a nation founded by immigrants,
ﬁrst major policy speech a refresher
President Barack Obama began his
s p e e c h o n i m m i g r a t i o n p o l i c y Tu e s d a y
with a strong, deliberate message:
“I’m here today because the time has come for
common sense, (and) comprehensive immigration
reform ... The time is now.”
In the first major policy address of his new term,
the president focused on the immigration system
that he claims has been “broken for far too long.”
With a booming Hispanic population — more than
40 million individuals in the United States as of 2011
— legislation on immigration is more important now
than ever. Although the president noted that illegal
border crossings were down 80 percent since 2000,
he said that passing new legislation is a priority and
that after he sends his bill to Congress, he insists on
a vote right away.
The legislation, in a nutshell, proposes adding
more resources for immigrat ion enforcement

and border securit y, a mandatory employment
verification system, a crackdown on employers
hiring undocumented workers and a path, albeit
stringent, to citizenship for those willing to earn it.
As it is, it’s “just not practical to deport
11 million undocumented immigrants
living within our borders.”
“It won’t be a quick process, but it
will be a fair process,” he said. “And
it will lift these individuals out of the
shadows and give them a chance to
Molly
earn their way to a green card and
McCarthy eventually to citizenship.”
Second-year
With the sheer number of people
public relations
entering
the country, and “one-fourth
student
of new businesses in the United States
now started by immigrants,” the potential for profit
introduces an opportunity to make a gargantuan
difference in a struggling A merican economy
stumbling to get back on its feet.
One of the more surprising and progressive aspects
of this reform is the White House’s proposal to “treat

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p oi nt s p age i s to st i mu late
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected
to provide logical arguments to back
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters
to t he ed itor, g uest colu m ns a nd
feedback on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should
be submitted via email to editor@
dailygamecock.com. Letters must
be 200 to 300 words in length and

same-sex families as families by giving U.S. citizens
and lawful permanent residents the ability to seek a
visa on the basis of a permanent relationship with a
same-sex partner.” This mandate is a significant step
in the right direction for equality for all.
It is often forgotten that this legislation is important
for all Americans and not just immigrants. Obama
reminded us that unless you’re Native American, your
very own family migrated here from somewhere else
in the world. “It’s easy for the discussion to take on
a feeling of ‘us’ versus ‘them,’” Obama said. “A lot of
folks forget that most of ‘us’ used to be ‘them.’”
Our history has shown that each generation of
immigrants to the United States faced a significant
level of suspicion, prejudice and mistrust. The
current climate of hostility toward immigrants is
not new and likely will not change unless serious,
dynamic changes are implemented and enforced by
the government and welcomed by our society.
Obama closed his speech with a reminder of what’s
truly at stake for our country: “Remember that this is
not just a debate about policy. It’s about people.”

include the author’s name, year in
school and area of study.
We a lso i nv ite st udent leaders
and USC faculty members to submit
guest columns. Columnists should
keep submissions to about 500 words
in length and include the author’s
name and position.
The editor reserves the right to
edit and condense submissions for
length and clarity, or not publish at
all.
A l l subm issions become t he
property of The Daily Gamecock and
must conform to the legal standards
of USC Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock,
let us know about it. Email editor@dailygamecock.com and
we will print the corrections in our next issue.

The Daily Gamecock is the editorially independent student newspaper
of the University of South Carolina. It is published daily during the fall
and spring semesters and nine times during the summer with the exception
of university holidays and exam periods. Opinions expressed in The Daily
Gamecock are those of editors or author and not those of the University of
South Carolina. The Board of Student Publications and Communications
is the publisher of The Daily Gamecock. The Department of Student Media
is the newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily Gamecock is supported in
part by student activity fees. One free copy per reader. Additional copies may be
purchased for $1 each from the Department of Student Media.
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Nominations
& Snubs

Oscars reveal satisfying
but shocking nominees
Tyler Simpson

TSIMPSON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

It’s time to see what’s going on
in the world of movie awards. The
2013 Academy Award nominees were
announced earlier this month, and
every category looks as expected,
except for a few obv ious snubs.
Here’s a look at some of t he top
contenders, as well as some major
brush-offs.

Nominations
“Argo”
“Zero Dark Thirty” was originally
the hands-on favorite to win the
Oscar for Best Pict ure, and why
wouldn’t it be? It’s a movie about one
of the most relieving moments in
American History: the hunt for and
assassination of Osama bin Laden.
But “A rgo’s” recent win for Best
Picture Drama at the 2013 Golden
Globes may have caused a turn of
the tide.
“Argo” tackles a trying moment
in American history, but it blends
drama wit h Holly wood sat ire. A
bizarre combination, but it easily
works thanks to skillful direction by
Ben Affleck, who, after screenwriting
a nd act i ng, may have fou nd h is
calling card as a director.

Daniel Day-Lewis
Anyone who has seen at least two
of Daniel Day-Lewis’ films can easily
see how well-rounded of an actor
he is. He has gone from playing a
spirited Native A merican warrior
(“The Last of the Mohicans”) to
an overly proud American butcher
(“Gangs of New York”) to an oil
tycoon mad with greed (“There Will
Be Blood”).
Now he has earned his fifth Oscar
nomination for his role as arguably
the most well-renowned president in
American history, Abraham Lincoln,
in a movie that followed his methods
to end slavery. He has been deemed
the frontrunner for the Oscar, but he
does have close competition, mostly
from the likes of Hugh Jackman as
self-redeeming Jean Valjean from
“ L e s M i s er able s ,” a nd Joaqu i n
Phoen i x , who ga r nered accla i m
for his role as the drifting Freddie
Quell in “The Master,” though his
performance hasn’t received as much
attention as it deserves.

Anne Hathaway
Acting in a musical fi lm takes real
talent and commitment, two aspects
that have been lacking in musicals as
of late. “Mamma Mia!” and “Rock of
Ages” can vouch for that. But “Les
Miserables” easily broke that barrier
with a full cast of talented singers,

Courtesy of accesshollywood.com

Courtesy of aceshowbiz.com

especially with the show-stealing
performance from Anne Hathaway
as the down-on-her-luck Fantine.
Her rendition of “I Dreamed a
Dream” was also the movie’s showstealing musical number that has
b een t he center of H at h away ’s
acclaim for her performance. She
wasn’t just si ng i ng t h rough t he
song as if she were anxious to get
home; aud iences cou ld ac t ua l ly
feel Fantine’s grief and sorrow as
she realizes how tough her life has
become. I say Hathaway is a shoein to win her first Oscar for Best
Support ing Actress , unless Sally
Field f rom “Lincoln” can pull a
surprising upset.

Jennifer Lawrence
Jen n ifer Law rence has proved
herself the most promising actress of
her generation. Sure, she has had her
flops, like “House at the End of the
Street,” but what actress doesn’t? She
easily established a promising career for
herself ever since her Oscar nominated
role in “Winter’s Bone,” not to mention
her crowd-favorite role as Katniss
Everdeen in the “Hunger Games” film
series.
The Meryl Streep joke at the Golden
Globes or the presence of Jessica
Chastain in the Best Actress category,
could cost her, but Joaquin Phoenix
t alked dow n about t he Academy
a nd t hey st ill nom inated h im as
Best Actor. Her role as the mentally
troubled Tiffany in “Silver Linings
Playbook” was one worth raving about,
but how will it fare against the strong
NOMINATIONS ● 7
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Courtery of examiner.com

Thursday, January 31, 2013

The Daily Gamecock
NOMINATIONS ●
Continued from 6
performance from
Chastain in “Zero Dark
Thirty?”

Christoph
Waltz
As we learned from
“Inglourious Basterds,”
Christoph Waltz’s work
with director Quentin
Ta r a n t i n o c r e a t e s
positive outcomes for
his career. Waltz has
already won an Oscar
for h is per for ma nce
as the dastardly, witty
Jew hunter Col. Hans
Landa in “Inglourious
Basterds” back in 2009.
A nd now t here’s talk
that he’s a top contender
to take home t he
Oscar for portray ing
b o u n t y h u n t e r D r.
K ing Schultz in
“Django Unchained,”
a p e r f o r m a n c e t h at
recent ly ea r ned h i m
the Golden Globe for
Best Supporting Actor.
He has also received
nu merou s ac c ol ade s
from multiple awards
societies. The only real
challenge that stands in
the way of his second
Oscar win is Tommy
Lee Jones, who has won
multiple awards for his
portrayal of Thaddeus
Stevens in Steven
Spielberg’s “Lincoln.”

Snubs
“The Master”
Of all the deserving
films that have

been rejected by
t h e A c a d e m y, b o t h
“The Master” and its
director Paul Thomas
Anderson have
suf fered t he biggest
snub. A nderson, who
makes really dark ,
t h o u g h t- p r o v o k i n g

f ilms, created h is
m a s t er pie c e , a f i l m
that had us think ing
about our own
religious beliefs while
engaging in beautiful
c i nem atog r aphy. A t
least t he amazing
cast has gained some

Ben
Affleck
The directing
categor y of the
Academy Awa rds
tends to ca r r y some
controversy whenever
a d i rec tor isn’t
nominated when his or
her fi lm is up for Best
P ic t u r e . It ’s p r e t t y
much an unavoidable
situation. But when a
movie is nominated for
many other categories,
not i nclud i ng Best
Director, the Academy
really catches heat.
Ben A f f leck was
denied a Best Director
nomination when his
movie “A rgo” gained
seven ot her nods,
including Best Picture,
best supporting actor
A lan A rk in and Best
Adapted Screenplay.
Ye t A f f l e c k w a s
nominated for Golden

Courtesy of reuters.com

Kathryn Bigelow was denied an Oscar nomination for directing “Zero Dark Thirty.”
NOMINATION DEADLINE
MARCH 1
Know a student, faculty or staff
member who stood up and
helped someone?
Nominate them for a
Hero Award at

Follow us

sa.sc.edu/shs/savip/hero

@thegamecock

recog nit ion w it h
Joaquin Phoenix
nom i n at e d for B e s t
Actor, Philip Seymour
Hof f ma n for Best
Supporting Actor and
A my Adams for Best
Supporting Actress.

Student Health Services
Sexual Assault and
Violence Intervention
& Prevention
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Globe for Best
Director and won.

Kathryn
Bigelow
Kathryn Bigelow is
in the same situation
as Affleck. Her movie
“Zero Dark Th irt y”
has been nominated for
five other nominations
including Best Picture,
Be st Ac t re ss Je ssic a
Chast a i n a nd Best
Original Screenplay.
Bigelow beca me t he
fi rst female director to
win Best Director at
the Academy Awards
i n 2 010 w it h “ T h e
Hurt Locker.”
Her d i rec t ion was
e q u a l l y a s br i l l i a nt
behind the camera of
“Zero Dark Thirty,” so
it’s a real mystery why
the Academy chose to
ignore her t his year,
not h i ng ag a i nst t he
ot her nom inees of
course.

DG

Super Bowl tips

Campus Wellness
Student Health Services
University of South Carolina

Register by Feb. 1 for

Advice on how to prepare a successful party
for the biggest football game of the year
Tyler Simpson

TSIMPSON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

This is a big weekend for Baltimore Ravens
and San Fransisco 49ers fans, since both teams
haven’t seen a Super Bowl ring in a while. Fans
of the 49ers especially haven’t seen a Super
Bowl party since the Steve Young era, so their
party-planning skills are probably a little rusty.
Here are some tips for them:

Do you have what
it takes to create an
impeccable garment
made
only out of condoms?
(that we supply?)
Register for
Project Condom:
Season 6
a four week fashion
design contest that
culminates in a
runway fashion show
March 5 in the Russell
House Ballroom.
Register by Feb 1 at
sa.sc.edu/shs/cw/
projectcondom
It’s free and fun!
call (803) 777-1835
for more information.

Tip #1 —

Do not invite too many
people to your Super Bowl party. Cramming all
of your friends and family into your apartment or
living room can get pretty hectic, and you have
to worry about the inconsiderate mess everyone
will probably leave behind. If you do choose to
invite a huge crowd, then at least make sure you’re
a gracious enough host to borrow a high-defi nition
television from Rent-A-Center. Every true football
fan wants to enjoy each synthetic blade of grass in
the Superdome.

Tip #2 —

Do not lose the remote control
(probably the most easily lost item within every household). Just
imagine the chaos that would ensue if someone sits on the remote
and the channel changes to Cartoon Network just
as the winning field goal is kicked.

Tip #3 —

Be creat ive when it
comes to the food selection. Sure, everyone
likes to take the easy path and order pizza, lay
out chips and dip, etc., but you are better than
that. Practice your cooking skills by making
somet hing like mini tacos, or display your
awesome grilling skills by preparing some snacksized mini burgers.

Tip #4 —

Don’t go overboard with the
alcohol. Yes, I know it can make everything much more
fun. However, you’re inviting all of your friends and
family to a sociable get-together and to enjoy a football
game, not to get so drunk you ruin everyone’s good
time. Try to keep an adequate amount of alcohol around
— just enough so everyone is still in a suitable state to
drive home safely after the game.

DG
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Behavior Analyst
BCBA/BCaBA
BAYADA is expanding
autism services and looking
for a full time BCaBA and/
or BCBA to join our team.
Primary responsibilities
include conducting
functional assessments,
creating and implementing
behavior support plans and
verbal behavior programs.
In addition you will be
responsible for monitoring,
and training parents, teachers
and internal staff.
Preferred experience with
Autism spectrum dx
3-5 yrs supervision experience
and the willingness to
supervise BCABA and tutors
Desire to advance from
a clinical position to a
management role in the future
must be an ACTIVE certified
BCBA or BCaBA
* minimum two years recent,
verifiable clinical experience
* strong assessment and
organizational skills
* prior supervisory experience
(clinical oversight, recruitment,
competency evaluations, etc.)
* demonstrated successful
track record of working
independently while taking
on increased or diverse
responsibilities
* ambition to grow and
advance beyond
current position
* solid communication
and PC skills
With more than 200 offices
in 18 nationwide, the people
of BAYADA grow together.
From comprehensive in-house
orientation and training to
ongoing mentoring and
precepting, you’ll feel the
difference higher standards
make. To learn more about
this opportunity and to apply
online, click “apply for this
position online” below, or visit
us at jobs.bayada.com.
Email ksmith4@bayada.com;
Kim Smith Recruiter
704-714-4050

Why USC?
Gamecock Connection
Positions Available
Tell us why you love USC!
The Office of Undergraduate
Admissions is looking for
enthusiastic, dedicated
students to assist with
recruiting prospective students
at Admissions special events.
In this role you can share your
love for USC with prospective
students, admitted
students and their parents.
Applicants should possess
strong communication
skills, enthusiasm for
USC, good work ethic,
and professionalism. We
are looking for volunteers
to assist with Admissions
events this spring, and there
will be a mandatory training
meeting for new members.
Applications are available in
the Office of Undergraduate
Admissions located on the
Horseshoe in Lieber College.
Application deadline: Friday,
February 1st at 5:00 pm. For
more information, please call
Alexandra Scovel at
803-777-9106.

COMPUTER PROGRAMMER
NEEDED
COMPUTER PROGRAMMER
NEEDED TO WRITE
PROGRAM(S) FOR GAME
FOR SMART PHONE AND
TABLET APPLICATIONS, AND
FOR USE ON PC AND MAC
COMPUTERS.
Email wuminyo@gmail.com

NO NITES NO WKNDS PULL
HARDWARE CUT BLINDS
PT*8.25 HR*DRUG TEST
REQUIRED* 15-20 HRS PER
WEEK*CALL BETWEEN
9AM-3PM to set appointment
to interview. 256-1646 Stier
Supply. Must bring schedule
to interview. When semester
changes can adjust schedule.

Accounting
Accounting position
available. Great opp for a
graduating sr. Work is in
school/residential setting for
special need children. Only
positive, organized people
with accounting degree
or min 5 yrs experience in
accounting should apply. A/P,
A/R, J/E, GL, Payroll, Bank
Rec, Filing. Flexible (fixed/set)
work schedule. Min 20 hrs/
wk, and possible FT within
12 mths. $15/Hr first 90 days.
Reports to Director of Finance.
Elgin, SC. Email resume and
cover letter to wesleyh@
pinegroveinc.com. Please no
phone calls.

EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY
Busy downtown Columbia
allergy office seeks, bright,
hardworking, ethical students
to work for at least a year.
We have part time and full
time positions available in
our clinical as well as clerical
departments. Excellent
opportunity for those applying
to medical and/or graduate
school. We can provide
hands-on clinical experience.
Only those with excellent
academic records (GPA of 3.6
or higher) and great references
need apply. Email resume
with dates and times to:
smccord@
physicianservicessc.com.

OPPORTUNITIES
$BARTENDING$, $300/Day
Potential, NO EXPERIENCE
NEC.Training Available.
800-965-6520 XT253

TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5-Days.
All prices include: Round-trip
luxury party cruise.
Accommodations on the
island at
your choice of 13 resorts.
Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com
800-867-5018

MISC
Columbia Choral Society
Audition, 803 933 9060 or
www.columbiachoralsociety.
org.

PHD • JORGE CHAM
01/31/13

THE SCENE
TODAY
COMEDY FIGHT CLUB OPEN-MIC
HOSTED BY MASON KAZER
9 p.m., free
The Red Door Tavern,
134 State St.

TOMORROW

TODAY
“CASH CROP” BY STEPHEN HAYES
11 a.m. to 5 p.m., free
701 Center for Contemporary Art,
701 Whaley St.

YOUR CHANCE TO DIE, SHOAKHAN,
MOOSE NUCKLE, ROBOT PLANT
8 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern,
122 State St.
JACKAROE, SANCTUARY BLUES BAND,
POCKET BUDDHA
9 p.m. (doors at 8 p.m.) / $7
Conundrum Music Hall,
626 Meeting St.

01/31/13

1 2 3 4

for 01/30/13

ACROSS
1 “Yipe!” (or an apt
title for this
puzzle?)
5 San Antonio
shrine
10 “__, sesame!”
14 Skin cream
ingredient
15 Popular plastic
wrap
16 Without a stitch
on
17 It’s roughly
between a
batter’s chest
and knees
19 Terminates
20 Ryan who played
Granny on “The
Beverly Hillbillies”
21 Cornerstone
abbr.
22 “Shoo!”
23 Polynesian wrap
25 Quarter half
27 Puts to work
29 Within view
32 Put in the
“circular ﬁle”
35 Recent: Pref.
37 Sing soothingly
38 Actor Holbrook
39 Maynard G.
Krebs of old TV,
notably
42 “Ease on Down
the Road”
musical, with
“The”
43 Self-mover’s
rental
45 2,000 pounds
46 __-ran: loser
47 Visible means of
__
50 Pesky little biter
52 Mad magazine
specialty
54 Play in the pool
58 Brad of “Ocean’s
Thirteen”
60 Attorney’s matter
62 Expensive fur
63 Arab ruler
64 Begin traveling
66 Doily material
67 Like neon and
xenon
68 Crisscross
pattern
69 Toddler
70 Slalom curves
71 Europe’s highest

active volcano
DOWN
1 Desert refuge
2 Extreme
3 Gadget to
remove apple
centers
4 Abominable, as a
crime
5 Enzyme sufﬁx
6 Stretch out in the
recliner, say
7 Stood up
8 “Praying” insect
9 Tense
10 Poor movie
rating
11 Whence fruity
drinks are ladled
12 Old Norse poetry
collection
13 Bird’s home
18 Barbie
counterparts
24 Kelly of song and
dance
26 “What the __!”
28 Dead __ Scrolls
30 Superman’s Lane
31 Automaker
Ferrari
32 Therefore
33 Pearl Harbor’s
island
34 Pie-throwing
comedy

Solutions from 01/30/13

36 Giant Mel of
Cooperstown
39 Sponge up
40 Yuletide cupful
41 Travelers’ havens
44 Like a cornered
cat
46 Not yet captured
48 “Hello” singer
Lionel
49 Lionels under the
tree
51 Church recess
53 __ Park,
Colorado
55 Scrub the launch

56 Done in, as a
dragon
57 Hopper of old
gossip columns
58 Animal hide
59 “If __ make a
suggestion ...”
61 To be, in
Bordeaux
65 Elevs.
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Rodriques anticipates return home
Senior prepares to prove
herself at New Balance
Collegiate Invitational
Tanner Abel

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Nadonnia Rodriques can’t help but
admit the anxiety she is feeling before
she heads home to New York this
weekend. The redshirt senior sprinter
will represent the Gamecocks in the
New Balance Collegiate Invitational.
The venue is a short drive away from
where her family resides in Brooklyn.
“ T h e r e ’s d e f i n i t e l y a l o t o f
nervousness because you have to prove
yourself when you go back,” Rodriques
said. “I was used to competing there
every weekend, and I think back home
they have high expectations for me.”
Rodriques was recognized for her
success at USC from the start when
she was named SEC Indoor Freshman
Runner of the Year. As a senior, she
has emerged as a clear leader on this
young USC track team. She is a twotime A ll-A merican in the 4X400meter relay.
USC assist a nt coach Kev i n
Brown has been impressed with her
improvement over the years.
“W hen you talk to her now as
opposed to a freshman, she’s really
more mature,” he said. “She has a
bet ter u nder st a nd i ng of how to
approach an athletic contest and also
how to approach her preparation for
life.”
T he at t it ude r ub s of f o n her
tea m m ate s , wh ich is somet h i ng
Rodriques takes pride in because she
loves helping the younger members of
the team.
“If I can give back to the incoming
freshmen, it is something that I am
very proud of,” Rodriques said. “I
didn’t have that leadership when I was
a freshman, and I could have used it.
I’m glad that I can be that role for the
team.”
Brow n sa id she help s out her
younger teammates by telling them

Courtesy of USC Athletics Media Relations

Senior Nadonnia Rodriques set the New York state record in the 400-meter in high
school, and she has been named an All-American twice during her time at South Carolina.
how to approach certain situations,
such as dealing with anxiety before a
race.
“She has been a great athlete and
great student at the same time, and
she’s defi nitely an inspiration to the
young kids on how to get that done,”
Brown said.
Before a race however, Rodriques
tries not to be too serious with her
teammates. She said joking with them
helps her avoid feeling pressure when

she gets nervous before races.
Rodriques has received several
honors during her time at USC, but
she is most proud of the lessons she
learned while she was dealing with
injuries. She tore her quadriceps
muscle at the end of her sophomore
year and subsequently missed almost
all of the next season. She is still
having issues with her quad today.
“I’ve been injured almost ever y
season, so I’ve learned to just to keep

Mihov looks to lead rebound
Men’s tennis to host
doubleheader after 2
losses last weekend
Danny Garrison

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Sout h Carolina men’s
ten n is w i l l look to get
back on a winning track
this Saturday behind fi rstyear Gamecock Tsvetan
Mihov, a junior transfer
from Oklahoma.
USC (4-2) takes to the
cou r t i n Colu mbia t h is
weekend to host No. 60
G e o r g i a Te c h a nd i ns t at e r i v a l Wof f ord i n
a doublehe ader. S out h
Ca rol i na is com i ng of f
its first two losses of the
season after racing out to
an unblemished 4-0 start
to the spring campaign.
Both losses came against
top-50 opponents in No.
17 Te x a s a n d N o . 4 7
Michigan State with fi nal
s c ore s of 4 -1 a nd 4 -3 ,
respectively.
Despite t he tough
weekend, coach Josh Goffi
remains optimistic about
h is G amecock s going
forward.
“ I ’m gl ad t h at t ho s e
losses happened early in
t he season, rat her t ha n
showing us something we
need to work on later in
t he season,” Gof f i said.
“This week’s been a great
week of practice so far, and
we’re looking to get back
on t he horse, ready for
Georgia Tech.”
Sout h Carolina’s f irst
opponent of the day will
be the Yellow Jackets, who
have gotten off to a rocky
start despite their national
ranking. After taking the
first t wo matches of the
season at home, Georgia
Tech was upended in both
of its ITA kickoff weekend

Courtesy of USC Athletics Media Relations

Junior transfer Tsvetan Mihov, who spent the last two seasons
at Oklahoma, has played No. 1 singles for the men’s tennis team.
m a t c h e s . T h e Ye l l o w
Jacket s t raveled to Los
Angeles and suffered losses
to Fresno State and San
Diego State, getting shut
out by the latter opponent.
Standout Juan Spir, who
currently holds t he No.
32 rank ing in collegiate
tennis , is coming off two
consecutive singles losses.
Mihov has been filling
t he No. 1 slot for USC
this spring and is slated to
match up against Spir on
Saturday.
“He’s pretty tall — good
serve, gets the game — and
we’re going to play outside,
so it’s going to be windy,”
M ihov said. “I must
develop a game specific to
his game to beat him.”
Last year, as a member
of t he Sooner s , M i hov

w a s r a n k e d a s h ig h a s
No. 38 in the nation, and
he registered at least 20
singles victories in each of
his two seasons in Norman.
He will take on a two-time
All-ACC selection in Spir
this weekend.
G of f i, on t he ot her
hand, chooses not to pay
attention to ITA position
and rather focus on what
he and his team can
control.
“R a n k i ng s don’t
matter right now because
rankings aren’t realistic,”
Goff i said. “There’s not
e nou g h m at c he s b ei n g
played at this point in the
year, whether it be team
or indiv idual (rank ings)
to know exactly how good
anybody is.”
T he G a meco c k s w i l l

have a quick turnaround,
f a c i n g t h e Wo f f o r d
Terriers later in the day.
Wofford enters the match
with an 0-2 spring record.
W it h h is f irst f u l l
semester under his belt at
Sout h Carol i na, M ihov
has adjusted well to his
ne w tea m a nd h i s ne w
surroundings.
“I came here and I liked
t he at mosphere and t he
g u y s , a nd coac h G of f i
and (assistant coach) Matt
Lucas are unbelievable,”
M i h o v s a id . “ T h e y ’ v e
helped me to develop
my game each day ... and
everything’s much better.”
Mihov, originally from
Bu lgaria, is focusing
primarily on his movement
to the ball, as well as his
forehand, as he prepares
for what will already be
USC’s third doubleheader
of the spring season. He
p oi nt e d t o t he me nt a l
aspect of t he game as a
key for t he G amecock s
to rebou nd f rom last
weekend’s losses.
The first match of the
day will get underway at
11 a.m. Due to weat her
concer ns, t he second
contest, beg in n ing at 4
p.m., w i l l be moved to
South Carolina’s indoor
tennis facility.
Gof f i, M ihov and t he
rest of the Gamecocks are
eager to get back on the
court t his weekend and
est abl ish t hemselves as
a threat on the national
stage.
“This is a big match for
us. We need to get on the
board; we need to get a
ranked win,” Goffi said.
“We are a good team ...
and we’re going to prepare
our guys to be as hungry as
possible.”
DG

fighting,” Rodriques said. “Destiny
will happen no matter what. I share
my experiences with the younger guys
and tell them these things.”
The support of her mother played
a big role in helping Rodriques deal
with the injury.
“I had a lot going on with the injury
and school, and I felt I didn’t have
anyone,” Rodriques said. ”My mom
just kept pushing me that I would get
through it.”
Ro d r ique s say s her mot her i s
her “biggest role model” and t he
most inf luential person in her life.
Her mot her’s desire for a bet ter
opportunity for her children is what
led the family to move from Jamaica
to Brooklyn when Nadonnia was 13.
The transition to high school in
Brooklyn went well for Rodriques.
Since track is such a popular sport in
Jamaica and became such a big part
of her life, she excelled as a sprinter
in high school. Her accomplishments
include setting the state record in the
400-meter, which was the No. 4 time
in U.S. history for that event.
Her success in high school made
her well-known in New York, giving
Rodriques reason to be anxious for
her homecoming. She’s working on a
strategy to calm her nerves before this
weekend.
“I’ve worked so ha rd w it h my
training, but I feel like all the pressure
is on me,” Rodriques said. “I can’t just
go out there and run any time; I need
to compete to the best of my ability.
People are looking forward to see me
running, and I think they expect a lot
from me.”
Brown agrees that there are such
high expectations for Rodriques, but
he said the senior puts pressure on
herself as well.
“She came out of high school as
one of the top 400-meter runners in
the country,” he said. “And when she
finishes this season, that’s what she
wants to be. Nothing but being at that
top level is her goal.”
DG

Basketball
falls to UF
on the road
The Gamecocks fell to No.
4 Florida 75-36 on the road
Wednesday night , setting a
program record for least points
scored in a conference game.
U SC to o k m o re th a n fo u r
minutes to get on the board
and had just 10 points in the
first half. The team shot just
31.1 percent from the field
after making 57.7 percent of
its shots in a 75-54 win over
Arkansas on Saturday.
Freshman forward Michael
Carrera led South Carolina
(12-8, 2-5 SEC) with 13 points
for the night , but no other
Gamecock reached double
digits. Mike Rosario and Kenny
Boynton paced Florida with 15
points apiece.
— Compiled by Paulina
Berkovich, Sports Editor
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